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Now in his 22nd year as
Director of Athletics at the
University of Kentucky,
Mitch Barnhart contin-
ues to expand his impact
on national and region-
al levels, all while leading
his Wildcats to consistent
achievement in the arenas
of competition, the class-
room and in the commu-
nity. Having the second-longest term of service
among current ADs at schools in the Power 5
conferences, Barnhart’s experience, knowledge
and synthesis of athletic and academic success
have made him a highly respected and sought-
after presence across the scope of collegiate
sports.

ISSUE NO. 33

Barnhart

Currently on the Selection Committee for
the College Football Playoff, Barnhart has a
long history of national service, highlighted by
a five-year stint of the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament Committee that included a his-
toric year as Chair of the first Covid-era event.
He is one of only four people who have served

on the football playoff committee and as chair
of the men’s basketball tournament.

A department-wide 3.0 grade-point average
among student-athletes and increased commu-
nity service have been long-standing goals for
Barnhart. The GPA benchmark was first met in
the spring semester of 2010 and has now reached
a streak of 22 consecutive semesters. In spring
2020, UK achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.534,
the best in school history. UK athletes have set
records for graduation rates and maintained a
perfect mark in the 19-year history of the NCAA
Academic Progress Rate, making UK one of just
two SEC schools never to incur an APR penalty.

A school-record total of 20 Wildcat ath-
letes and coaches participated in the Tokyo
Olympics, bringing home a school-record 10
medals, including seven gold.

Opening Exercise for August 19
Opening will be Donna Hecker
Greeter will be Bill Elam

Upcoming Rotary Programs
Aug. 30: Tom Reed, Rotary 6710 District
Governor
Sept. 16: Sam Taylor, Swim with Purpose

Bullock Hecker

Attendance, PHF Pins Awarded

Congratulation to Bob Bullock for receiv-
ing his 36-year Perfect Attendance pin.
Congratulations also to Donna Hecker for
receiving her PHF +1 pin.

Raffle

Thanks to fellow Rotarian George Gill for
donating this week’s raffle item.

Board Action Aug. 16, 2023

Attending: Tish Shade, Diane Dehoney;,
John Avent, Dave Weller, Bill Scott, Miranda
Marston, Melony Smith, Mary Saks, Tim
Pennington, Lee Troutwine, Bill Miller and
Paula Rarden.

« Approved the minutes of the 7/19/23 board
meeting. John Avent made the motion, sec-
ond by Miranda Marston.

o Approved American Legion Post as the
club official weekly meeting place. Melony
Smith made the motion, second by Miranda
Marston.

 Approved leave-of-absence for Barry Holder,
Jr. from 7/26/23 to 8/30/23. Melony Smith
made the motion, second by Diane Dehoney.

o Listened to the July 2023 Financial Report as
presented by John Avent.

o Member Tim Pennington discussed that he
needs to have a club member or members
back him up to keep the Website information
current. President Tish and Diane Dehoney
are going to work together to help him.

« Approved Diane Dehoney to apply for Rotary
Grant money to be used for a Scholarship. Bill
Scott made the motion, second by Melony
Smith.

 Discussed the weekly newsletter and the
possibility of changing the format. President
Tish and Diane will work on this and report
back to the board at the September board
meeting.

o Secretary-Treasurer John Avent reported
along with Paula Rarden that the club will be
dropping the clubs P. O. Box as the mailing
address and changing to Paula Rarden’s home
address to help with budget shortages.

o International Service Director Bill Miller
reported that Frankfort Rotary Club will

co-sponsor, as we have for decades, the UNA's
major program on Sept. 10 focusing on
assisting firefighters and front-line workers,
promoting clean water, and combatting
PSAs. RI District 6710 and Louisville Rotary
Club are co-sponsoring and contributing
to the program. Frankfort typically donates
$100.

Approved the 2023-24 Budget Draft with
changes to budget lines. Bill Scott made the
motion, second by Melony Smith.

FRYF President Bill Scott reported that the
Queen of Hearts fundraiser is at $7,200 of
which the Youth Fund put up $2,000 of that
total for start up.

President Tish reported that she will be
getting with the Fundraising Committee to
come up with some new fundraising projects.
Scheduled the next board meeting for
September 20, 2023.

We thank

KSU President
Akakpo for
speaking at our
meeting today.



