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Next Week’s Speaker...

Shawn Pickens, 39, is
the director of Frankfort
Parks, Recreation and
Historic Sites. He’s a grad-
uate of Marshall University
in West Virginia but has
spent his professional life
working in Kentucky. He
graduated with a degree
in parks administration,
but long before his colle-
giate years, he had an appreciation for nature.
“Growing up, my family was always outdoor
people,” Pickens said. “We would go camping,

ISSUE NO. 17

Pickens

District Conference is
May 17-18 in Louisville

The District 6710 Conference begins
Friday, May 17, at noon and ends Saturday,
May 18, at 3 p.m. at the Mariott Louisville
East, 903 Embassy Square Boulevard,
Louisville, KY 40299. Early Bird registra-
tion has ended. Call (877) 495-8694 and ask
for Rotary District Conference.

fishing, hiking. I was always outside and devel-
oped a love for recreation.”

Pickens flirted with studying biology brief-
ly because of his love for nature. At one point,
he realized biology wasn’t exactly for him.
Coincidentally, Pickens came across the parks
administration program and thought it fit more
in line with his passions. “It was one of those
light-bulb “a-ha” moments,” he said. “I almost
immediately fell in love with the parks pro-
gram.”

After graduation, he worked for sev-
eral Kentucky state parks, including Lake
Cumberland and Rough River Dam Resort.
He then began working in at the office of state
parks in the Capital Plaza Tower. During that
time, Pickens not only met his wife but they
also had their first child. “Frankfort became
home,” he said. “That’s where my family
started.”

Pursuing his career path, Pickens and his
family moved to Shelbyville in 2013, where
he worked as parks and recreation director
for almost six years before learning about the
retirement of longtime Frankfort Parks and
Recreation Director Jim Parrish. One of the
main draws of Frankfort was the reputation of
its parks at a state level.

Make-ups for April 17

Don Dampier Michael Scrivner
Attendance Percentage: 65%

Rotary Foundation

As we approach the end of this Rotary year
(June 30) we should make one final push to
give to the Annual Share Fund of the Rotary
Foundation. When you give to the Annual
Share Fund, you fund important work all over
the world in the six focus areas of Rotary, and
you also increase the money that comes back
to fund district grants here at home three years
from now. The two grants we received this
year for the vocational scholarship and the

Legacy Park Gazebo were made possible by
the Annual Share Fund.

We have two opportunities for matching
points to get you to your Paul Harris Fellow
status more quickly. Through April 30, the
district is offering matching points. Through
May 31, we have several Rotarians in our club
who have matching points to offer for dona-
tions between $100 and $500. If you want to
know your current giving status, please contact
Kristin Cantrell and she will help you through
the process. kristin.cantrell@gmail.com or
(502) 875-1130.

Rotary Golf Scramble

Our annual golf scramble to
benefit the Frankfort Rotary Youth
Fund Scholarship Program will
be Monday, May 13 at the
Frankfort Country Club, 101
Duntreath Street. We need
$150 Silver hole sponsors and $250
Gold hole sponsors. To sponsor a
hole, please contact Bill Scott at
willsco90@gmail.com or (502) 395-
1566. We also need golf teams to
register as soon as possible. Bill
Scott will coordinate the team
registrations. For this scramble
to be successful, we need all
Rotarians to participate at some
level. This is the largest fundraiser for our club
and we need your help. We are also looking for
sponsors. Let’s all work together to make this
scramble the most successful ever!

Shoes for Orphan Souls
From rotarydistrict6710.org

Children across the United States and around
the world worry every day about not having
good shoes to wear for day-to-day tasks like
walking to school, playing soccer, and many
other tasks we don’t think twice about. This
year, Rotarians in District 6710 have a chance
to “Be the Inspiration” in these children’s
lives by providing shoes through the Shoes
for Orphan Souls project. District Governor
Michael Owsley has challenged each of our
clubs at his official visits and directly to all of
our club presidents earlier this year. Every club
is being asked to help with this simple, worthy
project — Collect new shoes and bring or send
them to the district conference on May 17-18
in Louisville.

Kaytlin VanMeter is president of the Rotary
Club of Grayson County and is serving as the
District Community Service Chair this year.
Contact her directly at kaytlin.vanmeter@
gmail.com with any questions “or if you have
great suggestions I can share with other clubs.”

Rotary


http://www.boxtops4education.com. 

