Periodicals Class Postage

PAID
at FRANKFORT, KY 40601
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I don’t think I’m going to sit inside.” That
was one of the first times a woman had
challenged these men. The day before we
opened the school, more men approached
me. This time, there were four of them. “I
hope you realize you still have a chance
to change this school into a boys’ school,”
they said to me. “Boys are the backbone of
our community.” I replied, “Unfortunately,
you are all blind. I want to give you some
sight.” They turned around, and I never saw
them again.

What changes has your school brought
about in the girls and in the community?
One of the first things we do is to teach
the girls how to write their father’s name.
Then they take it home to show their par-
ents. The fathers have come up to me, cry-
ing: “These girls can write my name, and |
can’t.” That is a big moment. I have proved
to the men of these seven villages that this
is the best thing that’s happened for their
daughters — to become educated. The girls
are more independent. They can talk to their
father or talk to their mother and share their
opinions. They can speak for themselves
now. We were having a discussion in class
one day and one of them stood up and said,
“You shouldn’t worry about what the world
thinks.” They couldn’t say this before.

What does the future
look like for these girls?

JAN: I don’t want their education to end
here. I would like them to go to college,
but I see the difficulty in that. Next year,
when the oldest girls reach 10th grade, I
want to have a plan to extend their educa-
tion by building a computer science center
or a nursing facility. I will bring education
to them if they can’t attend college. I will
continue to give them as much freedom as
I can, and a place in society where they can
speak out. Gently but surely, we will give
them a more promising future.
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Next Week’s Speaker...

Joyce Honaker of the Frankfort Rotary
Club is Rotary Foundation
Representative for Area 10
(Frankfort, Lawrenceburg,
Owenton, and Shelbyville)
of Rotary District 6710. A
native of Athens, Ohio, Joyce
graduated from Miami (OH)
University and attended
Indiana University graduate
school, where she met her husband, now-
retired optometrist Mack Honaker, a Frankfort
native. Retiring from the KY Legislative
Research Commission staff in 2003, Joyce
is now President-elect of the Frankfort Club.
She’s been a volunteer with Rotarian-founded
Project Amigo in Colima, Mexico, and, in
October, participated in Rotary’s West Africa
Project Fair and polio immunization project in
Togo, West Africa. Joyce’s community activi-
ties include membership on the Frankfort/
Franklin County Planning Commission,
Chair of Elders at Highland Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), and a volunteer at the KY
Talking Book Library.

Make-ups for Jan. 22
Tom Utterback
Attendance Percentage: 58%

Make-ups Needed for Jan. 29

Paula Alexander Douglas Howard
Larry Arnett Carmen Inman
Clay Barkley Sallie Lanham
Beth Basler William Legg
Nathaniel Bebe Ann Maenza
Brian Booth Derek Mallow
William Bowker Sam Marcus
Richard Boyer Travis Mayo
RB Brown Scott McCoun
Sara Butler Cindy McKee
Will Coblin Jack Norton
Ted Collins Chris Olds
William Elam Pamela Olds
Shirley Elkin John Opsata
Don Flinn Carol Palmore
Gregory Fuchs Tim Rose
Larry Hadley Phillip Shepherd
Mark Hampton Regina Stivers
Donna Hecker James Terrell
John Hibbard Mary Thomas
Leslie Hibbitts Amzie Wenning
Lloyd Hillard Michael Young
Mark Your Calendar:

17th International Dinner

Our International Dinner will be Thursday,
February 27, 2014 at the Capital Plaza Hotel.
Hospitality starts at 6 p.m. (cash bar) with
the dinner and program at 7 p.m. Our guest
speaker will be Dr. John D. Stempel, Senior
Professor at the University of Kentucky’s
Patterson School of Diplomacy and
International Commerce. The cost will be
$24 per person and sign-up will begin at the
Feb. 5th meeting.

Monthly Make-up Meeting

The monthly make up meeting will be held
at noon on Monday, Feb.3 at the China Buffet
adjacent to Kmart on Hwy 127.
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President.................... Joyce Honaker
President-Elect.................. Dan Egbers
President Nominee. ........... Paula Rutledge
Director of Community. ......... Gordon Saks
Directorof Int. . ............... Wayne Onkst
Director of Club.............. Paula Rutledge
Director of Voc. .......... Teresa Hockensmith
Director of New Gen. ........... Shirley Elkin
Secretary-Treasury............... John Avent
Sergeant-at-Arms. .......... Chuck Dickinson
Director of Public Rel.......... Glenn Waldrop
Director of Membership . ... ... Kristin Cantrell
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Executive Secretary . ............ Paula Rarden

Hope for girls in Afghanistan

From www.rotary.org

In 2005, Razia Jan came up with a danger-
ous idea: to start a free private school for girls
in her native Afghanistan. The Taliban were
using extreme violence to keep girls from
learning. In 2008, the year she opened the
school, terrorists in the country — armed with
bombs, poison gas, guns, grenades, and acid —
killed 149 teachers, students, and employees in
Afghan schools.

But Jan did not intend to let terrorists
stop her. She approached Afghan Ministry
of Education officials and persuaded them to
donate a piece of land in a village 30 miles out-
side Kabul. Today, the Zabuli Education Center
is in its sixth year and has a roster of more than
400 girls in kindergarten through ninth grade.

Without the school, many of the students
never would have had the chance to receive an
education. “I can feel a change happening in
these girls and in this community,” says Jan,
who moved back to Afghanistan after build-

ing a successful tailoring business in Duxbury,
Massachusetts, USA. “Knowledge is some-
thing nobody can steal from them.”

The Rotarian magazine talked with her
about her experience launching the school.

The Rotarian: What made you return to
Afghanistan to start a school for girls?

JAN: I had seen the conditions and how
badly the girls were treated. I had to do some-
thing. I thought, “There are no schools for girls
here. Why not build one?”” At that time, I was
the president of the Rotary Club of Duxbury,
and we decided to hold a fundraiser. We raised
$65,000 in one night. This was in 2005. In 2008,
we held two events featuring Khaled Hosseini,
author of the novels The Kite Runner and A
Thousand Splendid Suns, which helped us raise
more than $120,000. The place where we decid-
ed to build the school was a community of seven
villages, a poor area, and they had never seen
a girls’ school. My hope was that this school
could help break the cycle of poverty.

Did you encounter any resistance?

When 1 first came to this village, a man
came up to me and stared at me strangely.
He said, “Sister, why are you standing here?
Please go inside and sit with our women and
have a cup of tea.” I replied, “I’'m going to
build this school. And I’'m going to be stand-
ing here to build it. You have to get used to it.
Continued on back page

More than 400 girls, including these seven-
year-old best friends, attend the Zabuli
Education Center outside Kabul. Razia Jan
is at far right.



