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http://www.frankfort-rotary.org

The URL for the district website is 
http://www.rotarydistrict6710.org
Rotary International Website is 

http://www.rotary.org/

The Rotary Club of Frankfort Meets Every 
Wednesday at the Capital Plaza Hotel 

From 11:45 a.m. Until 1:00 p.m.

The Frankfortarian (USPS-384510) is published weekly by the Rotary 
Club of Frankfort, Paula Rarden, 1800 Benson Valley Rd., Frankfort, 
KY. Subscription price is $1.00 per year. Periodicals Class Postage 
paid at Frankfort KY 40601. Postmaster: Send address changes to The 
Frankfortarian, P.O. Box 93, Frankfort, KY 40602.

NEIGHBORING CLUBS
Monday:	 Eminence-Henry County Public Library...... 	12:00	 noon
	 Owenton-Smith House.......................... 	12:10	 p.m.
Tuesday:	 Lexington Sunshine-LaFayette Club.......... 	 7:00	 a.m.
	 Georgetown-Golden Corral..................... 	12:00	 noon
	 Shelbyville-Centenary United Meth........... 	12:00	 noon
	 Versailles-At the Hospital...................... 	12:00	 noon
Thursday:	 Lawrenceburg-Anderson Public Library...... 	12:00	 noon
	 Lexington-Fasig Tipton.......................... 	12:00	 noon
	 Louisville-Galt House........................... 	12:10	 p.m.
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Sakuji Tanaka, President
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

Saitama, Japan 
Don Dykman - Frankfort, KY

Governor of District 6710

The weekly meeting of the Frankfort Rotary Club 
airs on Cable 10 at 7pm Monday and 9am Tuesday
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or the experience to do a larger project. This 
approach helps them think bigger and pro-
motes better projects that will have a more sig-
nificant impact.”

After deciding to pursue a water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene project in the Akre Gram 
Panchayat region of India, the Rotary Club of 
Thane North and its international partner, the 
Tacoma club,  requested an evaluation team 
through the PEP Pilot to help them assess and 
plan their project. The project would benefit 
about 350 households in nine villages in the 
Supi River watershed, where villagers are try-
ing to eke out a living growing rice.

Needs assessment
The team met with villagers to assess their 

needs and  determined that many of the local 
wells ran dry during nonrainy seasons because 
the area’s shallow, impervious rock prevents 
water from seeping into the ground and replen-
ishing the wells. In addition, some of the 
wells were poorly designed or damaged, and 
systems intended to funnel groundwater were 
inadequate.

As a result, many of the women are forced 
to haul water from the Supi River or one of its 
tributaries. The villagers use the same water 
for cleaning and bathing, and also share it with 
their livestock, all of which introduces contam-
inants into the drinking water. And since there 
is no running water, the toilets that do exist go 
unused. The villagers’ lack of good hygiene 
contributes to the spread of disease.

The team’s findings were the basis for recom-
mendations that the Thane North and Tacoma 
clubs will turn into a global grant application 
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Next Week’s Speaker…
Charles W. ‘Chuck’ Hardin is current-

ly a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Franklin 
County Council on Aging. 
He formerly had 21 yeas as 
Executive Director of the 
Conference of Radiation 
Control, a professional orga-
nization representing state 
radiation control agencies throughout the 
United States, along with two years as an ana-
lyst with the Kentucky Legislative Research 
Commission and 18 years as Director of the 
Kentucky Radiation Control Program, a state 
regulatory agency.

Monthly Make-up Meeting
The China Buffet next to K-Mart will be 

the site of our make-up meeting on Monday, 
March 4. They have a separate room for our 
use so please tell the greeter you are there for 
the Rotary meeting. We will also receive a 
10% discount on our meal. The speaker will be 
Sam Marcus, Chairman of the Franklin County 
Humane Society. He will bring us up to date on 
the changes made in operation of the agency.

Chamber of Commerce 
hosts Membership Luncheon

The Frankfort Area Chamber of Commerce 
will host our March Membership Luncheon 
with special guest speaker Senator Mitch 
McConnell on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 from 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. at the Capital Plaza Hotel. 
We would like to invite the Frankfort Rotary 
Club members to attend this event. The cost 
for this luncheon will be $15 per person and 
includes lunch. Thank you, Carmen Inman

Team helps Rotarians design 
a sustainable project in India

By Arnold R. Grahl (www.rotary.org) 
26 February 2013  

A Rotarian-led team of hydrologists, engi-
neers, geologists, and other experts traveled to 
the Thane district of northwest India in October 
to help local Rotarians and their international 
partners design a global grant project to bring 
clean water and sanitation to more than 1,800 
villagers.

The team, funded by The Rotary Foundation 
and a grant from the Annenberg Foundation, is 
one of the first of its kind. It’s the product of 
the Project Enhancement Process (PEP) pilot, 
which is designed to enlist the help of Rotarians 
with expertise in the water and sanitation area 
of focus so that clubs and districts can put 
together larger-scale, sustainable projects.

The PEP pilot runs through July and involves 
nine districts testing The Rotary Foundation’s 
new grant model. The Foundation also collabo-
rated with the Water and Sanitation Rotarian 
Action Group (WASRAG) to produce techni-
cal guides that walk Rotarians through plan-
ning an effective water and sanitation project.

“This process is an excellent approach,” 
says Arvind Phukan, a civil engineer and mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Tacoma, Washington, 
USA, who served as team leader. “Sometimes 
districts don’t have the technical expertise 

with a budget of about $333,000. The recom-
mendations constitute a holistic approach to the 
area’s needs that includes installing bore wells 
with submersible pumps near several of the 
existing wells to pump water to storage tanks, 
with the water flowing by gravity to the vil-
lages, where it would be treated and purified. A 
variety of rainwater-harvesting structures such 
as check dams and surface ponds would be built 
to replenish the groundwater.

Sustainability
A cluster of latrines would also be built in 

each village, along with washing basins and 
cattle troughs. Trenching and diesel pumps 
would be used for irrigation so the villagers 
can grow vegetables along with the rice. Adults 
and schoolchildren would receive instruction 
in hygiene and its impact on disease and health.

Phukin notes that the process began by 
talking to villagers, a key step in making a 
project sustainable. “It all starts with the com-
munity. You must involve the community at 
every step of the process. You can’t just hand 
them things.”

Sustainable, large-scale projects also require 
a broad base of support. Phukan and team 
members have been helping to recruit other 
clubs and districts to join the Thane North and 
Tacoma clubs in supporting this project.

“When this is done, and it can be done in 
phases, it will bring lasting change to the com-
munity,” Phukin notes. “The villagers’ lifestyle 
will change for the better.”


