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Next Week s Program...

Derrick K. Ramsey
Deputy Secretary,
Commerce Cabinet

The leadership qualities
that served Derrick Ramsey
so well in college and profes-
sional football are still obvi-
ous today. The field is differ-
ent, but Ramsey still is very
much a quarterback. As Deputy Secretary of
the Kentucky Commerce Cabinet, it’s up to
Ramsey to help draw up the game plan, get
16 different agencies to perform as a cohesive
team, and achieve victories for the taxpayers of
Kentucky in everything from the Department
of Parks to the Kentucky Arts Council to the
Division of Fish and Wildlife.

Ramsey won the starting quarterback job
for the University of Kentucky in 1976, his
junior season, and led the Cats to a 9-3 record.
Nobody really expected Ramsey’s senior team
to be much better. But they were, in a big way.
That team was, arguably, the best Wildcat
squad between the end of Paul “Bear” Bryant’s
UK coaching career in 1953 and the present.

Ramsey led the offense, and All-American Art
Still, who came from the same Camden, N.J.,
high school that produced Ramsey, anchored
one of the greatest defenses in UK history.

After being drafted by the Oakland Raiders,
he was moved to tight end, where he proved
to be as adept at catching the ball as he was
throwing it for the Wildcats. In 1984, he was
selected to the all-star team for the American
Conference. He also played in Super Bowl
XV with the Raiders and Super Bowl XX with
the New England Patriots. Oakland teammates
such as Ray Chester, Fred Biletnikoff, Art
Shell, and Gene Upshaw admired Ramsey for
his unselfishness and consistency.

Armed with a 1983 Bachelor of Arts degree
from UK, Ramsey was ready for life after
football. He plunged into athletics administra-
tion, and, after working for several years at his
alma mater, he was named Athletics Director
at Kentucky State University in 1999. Under
his leadership, the Thorobreds were consistent
contenders for SIAC conference, regional, and
national championships in football, men’s and
women’s basketball, softball, and golf.

[n addition to building championship teams,
Ramsey also presided over the opening of a
new athletics center and weight room, facili-
ties that were necessary for KSU to recruit top
student-athletes. But Ramsey is most proud of
the fact that, during his 4 1/2-year stewardship
of the athletics program, the grade-point aver-
age of student athletes rose from an average of
2.4 to 2.8. Along with that, the athletics depart-
ment produced more full and part Presidential
Scholarship recipients than any other depart-
ment on campus.

VEFW Make-Up Meeting

The August makeup meeting will be on
Monday Aug. 6 at the VFW meeting hall
on Second at Capitol Ave. from 11:45am to
12:45pm. Rotarian John Loyd will present the
program.
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Make-ups for Jul
Carol Palmore Dennis anHorn
Christina Richards Katherine Walden

Attendance Percentage: 77.45%

Make-ups Needed for Aug. 1

Larry Arnett Wallace Kent
John Avent Sallie Lanham
John Bevington Jonathan Mangin
RB Brown Tony Massey
Sara Callaway John Norfleet
Steve Clark Wayne Onkst
Steve Dooley John Palmore
Bruce Dungan Randy Roberts
Gregory Fuchs Tim Rose
Keith Goins Bob Rush
Ed Hatchett, Jr . John Shasky
Barry Holder Phillip Shepherd
Clay Hulette Michael Vaugham
Van Ingram Tyler West
Bob Johnston David Whitcomb
Board Action

The board has approved two new members
Susan Barber and James Hale contingent upon
no negative response after publication in the
newsletter.

This Weeks Speaker...

The speaker for the day was George Ward,
Commerce Cabinet Secretary. Ward oversees
16 different agencies that employ 2300 people.
The Commerce Cabinet has an annual budget
of $215 million, with $115 million in capital
projects proposed over the next two years. By
combining tourism with the arts the two groups
have collaborated in promoting events such as
the Folklife Festival, the Civil War commemo-
ration, the Lincoln Bicentennial and many
others. In 2008 some one million visitors are
expected to come for Lincoln’s 200th birthday

The speaker for the day, Commerce
Cabinet Secretary George Ward and August
program chair Henry Curtis.

celebrations. Secretary Ward also spoke about
comprehensive economic development in
Eastern Kentucky. Examples include mountain
biking trails and the fact that Eastern Kentucky
has the largest elk herd east of the Rockies. He
also addressed the energy bill to be considered
by the special session of the legislature and
how other states are looking to Kentucky and
its incentive package for Peabody Coal. He
also mentioned Lake Cumberland, which has
been lowered some 43 feet because of structur-
al problems with Wolf Creek Dam. The lower-
ing of the lake has not been all negative, since
the lake is cleaner and there is more shoreline
where boaters can moor their boats. There are
misconceptions in the media that the lake is
dry. The governor has appointed an inter-agen-
cy task force to deal with issues such as safety,
health, and tourism at Lake Cumberland. Over
the next five years, there are 14 major sport-
ing events scheduled in Kentucky. One of the
events of which we are most proud is the World
Equestrian Games set for 2010. Kentucky will
gain television exposure all over the world
to see these events so that people will now
understand that Kentucky stands for more than

the Derby, fried chicken and bourbon. This
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