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Next Week’s Meeting...

Kent Whitworth, Executive Director
Kentucky Historical Society

(The weekly meeting will be a the Kentucky
History Center on Broadway)

As young boys, Kent Whitworth and his twin
brother roamed the halls of the Old State Capitol
and learned about the Kentucky Historical
Society while their father researched their family
history in the Society’s genealogy library. Today
Kent Whitworth is once again walking the halls
where Kentucky history is honored, but now, as
of Jan. 5, he walks those halls as the executive
director of the Kentucky Historical Society.

Whitworth is a Louisville native and a gradu-
ate of Asbury College in Wilmore. He earned a
master’s degree in history, with an emphasis in
historic preservation, from Middle Tennessee
State University.

Before coming to KHS, he had served as
executive director of the East Tennessee Histor-
ical Society since 1995, after serving as director
of marketing and college relations at Asbury
College. Prior to that, he served as director of
Blount Mansion in Knoxville, Tennessee. While
at the East Tennessee Historical Society, Whi-

tworth helped lead a $20-million expansion and
renovation of the East Tennessee History Center,
which was scheduled to be completed in late
2004.

Following Whitworth’s appointment as exec-
utive director of KHS and its programs, former
president of the Kentucky Historical Society’s
Executive Committee, Walter Baker stated, “In
Kent Whitworth, we have found a highly quali-
fied person, possessing the energy and enthusi-
asm to make KHS one of the leading state histo-
ry organizations in America.”

“Kent is both a talented and personable indi-
vidual,” said James E. Wallace, who had served
as the Society’s interim director since March
2003. “He was selected after a six-month-long
national search, and he brings energy, expertise
and knowledge of Kentucky that will help move
the Society forward. I know that KHS will gain
from his leadership.”

Whitworth will oversee a $7.3-million dollar
budget and a staff of 81, as well as the day-to-day
operations of the Society’s 20-plus educational
programs that include the Old State Capitol,
Kentucky Military History Museum and the
Kentucky History Center.

Joining him in the move to Kentucky are his
wife, Sarah, and two children, Andrew, age 11,
and 7-year-old Margaret.

As a man who enjoys a challenge, Whitworth
is looking forward to “rolling up the sleeves, and
getting his hands around” the KHS program and
working with the staff as a team.

Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday to fellow Rotarians Ed
Dance, Don Dykman, Marcie Jeffreys, Wallace
Kent, Ruth Leathers and Terry Magel who cele-
brate their birthdays in April

Rotary on Cable 10

“Rotaract: Rotary in Action” with Todd Quire
and Matt Hanka, Rotaract Presidents at KSU and
U of L respectively. Airs on Tuesday, April 12, at
7 p.m. and Wednesday, April 13, at 9 a.m.

John Loyd
Carol __Paimorc
John Palmore

Board Action April 6, 2005
The board approved leave of absence from
4/30/05 to 6/30/05 for Ron Tyrer.

This Week’s Speaker...

Bill Owen, president and C.E.O. of the
Lexington Center, gave a history and description
of recently completed expansion and improve-
ments to the Lexington Center Complex, which
includes Rupp Arena, meeting and exposition
rooms, Triangle Park, and the Opera House. He
spoke about the need of convention centers to
renovate in order to compete effectively with
rival cities for convention business. The current
center dates from 1976. Tourism in Kentucky
accounts for 160,000 jobs and contributes over 9
billion dollars to the Kentucky economy. Each
tourist in Kentucky on average spends 150 dollars
each day of his or her visit. Tourism contributes
800 million to the state per annum in the form of
tax revenue. The Lexington Center contributes 4-
5 million in sales taxes to the state each year.

Among the changes in the Lexington Center
are: more comfortable accommodation of about
23,000 fans in Rupp Arena; more exposition
space (a total of 100,000 sq. feet) and meeting
rooms; a leasing arrangement with UK that will
be in force until 2014; expanded retail and con-
cession space; a new upper arena concourse with
additional restrooms; adjustable space to accom-
modate audiences of 4000 to 20,000 with “visual
integrity”’; new video system and scoreboards;
and a new pavilion.

The renovation permits the Lexington Center
to compete for conventions of different sizes and
needs. Asked about contiguous hotel accommo-
dations, Owen said that Lexington currently has
8000 hotel rooms which have an occupancy rate
of 61%. Many of those rooms are in close prox-
imity to the Complex. The expansion and reno-
vation comes from a drop in convention patron-
age in the late 1990s and a recommendation (due
to being land-locked) that a new center be built at
a cost of $70 million. The renovations on the cur-
rent facility cost $30 million, representing a sub-
stantial savings.

Reds Game

Tickets for the Reds game vs. the Atlanta
Braves on Friday, June 17 are now on sale. The
ride up and back is at least as much fun as the
game itself where we will enjoy door prizes,
refreshments and a quiz. The winner of the quiz
will receive tickets to a Legends game. See Joe
Johnson about buying your tickets now. Only 40
tickets are available and they are $40 each.

12th Annual Frankfort Rotary

Club Golf Scramble
The Frankfort Rotary Youth Golf Scramble
will be held at Duckers Lake Golf Course on June
10, 2005, 1:00pm Shotgun start.

Calendar of Important Events

Board of Directors meeting April 25, 2005 at
5:30 p.m., Association of Independent Colleges
& Universities at 484 Chenault Road.






